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The International Trade Administration Commission 

of South Africa (ITAC) is delighted to publish its 

first edition of the Trade Indicators 2014. It gives a 

reflective summary of the most commonly used 

indicators in the field of international trade, and 

aims to promote evidence-based policy making. The 

indicators are designed to benchmark trade policy 

and performance, and are based on data retrieved 

from South African and external sources, presented in 

a standardised format for quick reference.

The following themes are covered: trade dependence 

and performance, specialisation and competitiveness 

position, trade policy and administration, trade 

facilitation as well as industrialisation and sustainable 

development. In addition, the indicators are 

complemented by trade-at-a-glance (TAAG) tables 

for 2013, as an annexure.

The trend analysis that is included for each indicator 

is in recognition that the degree of prosperity realised 

from trade depends on what a country trade on, 

how much it can trade and who it can trade with. 

The results confirm that South Africa has made 

significant progress in opening up its market relative 

to its emerging counterparts and further point to 

the need for necessary structural changes required 

to significantly alter the export basket beyond the 

range of products that reflect South Africa’s static 

comparative advantage.

As a result of trade reform, South Africa’s combined 

external trade as a share of GDP has expanded 

rapidly over the last twenty years. The GDP share of 

total trade (export plus imports) increased from its 

lowest level of about 36 per cent in 1994 to 62 per 

cent in 2013. The recent negative merchandise trade 

balances with its major trading partners including the 

EU, China, India and Japan, and strong growing trade 

surpluses recorded with Africa are indicative of South 

Africa’s growing importance in the continent. 

Despite increased efforts to improve intra-regional 

trade flows, trade between South Africa and the 

rest of Africa still remains considerably low. Taking 

advantage of the rapidly growing African markets, 

levelling the playing field and making strides 

towards improving competitiveness, are essential for 

addressing the growing problems of unemployment, 

poverty and inequality.

We invite you to read these indicators and reflect on 

them. The publication is also available on our website 

at www.itac.org.za

Siyabulela Tsengiwe

Chief Commissioner

Siyabulela Tsengiwe
Chief Commissioner

FOREWORD
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1. OPENNESS

 Definition

The share of the sum of total exports and imports of merchandise goods and services 

in gross domestic product (GDP). This indicator ranges from 0 to 100. The higher the 

value the more open the economy is in the global economy. 

 Analysis

South African trade has expanded enormously, with total trade accounting for more 

than half of the country’s GDP since 2001. The country’s openness indicator reached 

a peak of 75% in 2008 and appears to be the most open economy within the group 

according to the measure (except for Germany and UK). The average ratio of total 

trade to GDP in South Africa over the past 12 years is about two times as large as 

that observed in Brazil, Japan and US. 

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013*
Openness 56,51 62,36 53,77 53,38 55,15 62,18 65,81 75,39 56,32 55,02 58,17 58,75 61,87

Data source and note 
UNCTAD database. Data for 2013 is based on estimate. BRICs  refers to a 
group of economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India and China

TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE
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TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

2. SHARE IN WORLD MARKET   

 Definition The ratio of the South Africa’s total exports to total world exports. 

 Analysis

Despite its increased exposure to the rest of the world, the share of South Africa’s 

exports in the global market remained muted and below its emerging market 

partners since 2001. This implies that South Africa’s trade openness is import-driven. 

In 2013, the share of South Africa’s exports to total world exports was 0.51%, down 

from 0.54% in 2012. The BRICs importance in the global export market continues to 

grow, with China accounting for approximately 12% followed by Russia (2.8%), India 

(1.7%) and Brazil (1.3%) in 2013.

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Share of world 

exports
0,47 0,46 0,48 0,50 0,49 0,48 0,50 0,50 0,49 0,60 0,59 0,54 0,51

Data source and note UNCTAD database
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TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

3. PER CAPITA EXPORT 

 Definition The ratio of total exports to population.

Analysis

The country’s per capita export ratio has increased three-fold over twelve years.  

Manufacturing remains the sector with the highest per capita exports followed 

by mining and agriculture. However in 2013, agriculture experienced significant 

per capita exports, recording an increase of 31% while other sectors increased by 

approximately 12%. 

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Per capita 

export
4,73 6,02 5,45 6,12 6,64 7,83 9,56 12,69 9,98 11,27 13,31 13,38 14,93

Data source and note Data on exports and population is taken from Quantec and UNCTAD respectively.  
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TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

4. EXPORT-OUTPUT RATIO (EOR)

Definition The ratio of total exports to total output 

Analysis

At 14.9% in 2013, the share of output exported by all industries remains below the 

2009 pre-crisis levels of 17%. South Africa is well endowed with mineral resources 

and the mining sector has the highest share of output exported followed by 

manufacturing, agriculture and services. Notwithstanding a marginal gain recorded 

in 2013, the mining sector’s export-output ratio of 59%, still remains below pre-crisis 

levels of 66%. In contrast, the share of output exported by the agricultural sector 

doubled from its 2007 pre-crisis level of 15% to 30% in 2013.

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

EOR 14.31 15.13 12.90 12.55 13.17 14.47 15.18 16.98 13.04 13.86 15.12 14.74 14.89

Data source and note Quantec 

70,00

60,00

50,00

40,00

30,00

20,00

10,00

0,00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
00

All Industries

Manufacturing

Mining

Tertiary

Agriculture



TRADE INDICATORS – JUNE 2014

7

TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

5. IMPORT-DOMESTIC DEMAND RATIO (IDR)

 Definition
The percentage of domestic demand satisfied by imports. This indicator is often 

referred to as import penetration. 

 Analysis

Total import penetration in the economy reached a peak of 18% in 2008 before 

declining to 13% during the recession of 2009.  In particular, the mining and 

manufacturing sectors recorded a significant decline in import penetration during 

2008-2009 while import penetration in the agriculture and services sector remained 

muted. Despite a marginal increase recorded in 2013, import penetration in all 

sectors (except for manufacturing) remained below pre-crisis levels. 

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

IDR 12.66 13.66 12.00 12.75 13.43 15.52 16.37 18.22 13.45 13.63 15.00 15.60 16.09

Data source and note Quantec 
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TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

6. TRADE BALANCE

 Definition The difference between the total value of  exports and imports 

 Analysis

While South Africa remains more open than its emerging market peers (i.e. BRICs), its 

merchandise trade balance remained in deficit from 2001 to 2013, widening from R0.2 

billion in 2001 to R183.1 billion in 2013. On a sectoral level, the manufacturing recorded the 

highest trade deficit, widening from R178 billion in 2012 to R244 billion in 2013 while the 

deficit in the services sector  increased from R20 billion to R26 billion in the same period. 

Conversely, in spite of labour strikes in 2013, the mining sector recorded a trade surplus in 

the same period. South Africa recorded negative merchandise trade balances with many 

of its trading partners, namely EU, China, Brazil and India. Positive balances were recorded 

only with Africa, Japan and the US.

R (billion) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Total Merchandise 

goods
-0.2 3.5 -2.9 -15.2 -30.3 -81.5 -88.1 -91.1 -34.7 -6.0 -34.7 -132.3 -183.1

 •Manufacturing -8.5 -8.9 -8.2 -11.0 -35.5 -68.6 -77.4 -69.7 -49.5 -50.6 -102.5 -178.0 -244.7

 •Agriculture 5.0 5.3 5.9 5.6 7.8 5.8 5.6 13.1 13.5 13.5 15.6 15.8 25.2

 •Mining 3.0 7.5 -0.7 -9.6 -2.4 -17.1 -16.3 -33.7 2.5 31.9 51.8 29.0 34.5

Services -3.3 -5.4 3.0 -2.9 -5.2 -13.6 -18.7 -33.8 -23.3 -32.5 -34.8 -20.6 -26.3

Data source and note
Quantec. Data on services sourced from  International Trade Centre (ITC), UNCTAD, 

WTO joint database.
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7. MAJOR EXPORT AND IMPORT CATEGORIES 

Goal and definition 

The overriding goal of the South Africa’ Industrial Policy Action Plan (IPAP) is 

to advance industrial development upgrading and support the growth and 

diversification of manufacturing sector from traditional to non-traditional tradable 

goods. The indicator identifies product categories with high export and import 

shares in the domestic economy. 

 Analysis

South Africa’s export profile remains resource based, with mineral products and 

precious stones accounting for almost 50% of total exports between 2010 and 2013. 

The top five export product groups grew at double digits except precious stones 

which recorded a negative average annual growth rate of 0.2% in the same period. 

The Import profile is dominated by a mixture of capital equipment and consumer 

goods. The top five import products recorded significant declines during the period 

2010-2013. 

 EXPORTS 2000-2005 2006-2009 2010-2013

No Category $ billion Share Growth $ billion Share Growth R billion Share Growth

1 Mineral products 222 14.2% 11.7% 354 17.7% 22.7% 688 24.9% 23.3%

2 Precious stones 371 23.6% 12.7% 513 25.6% 6.1% 655 23.7% -0.2%

3 Base metals 264 16.8% 13.4% 348 17.4% 4.5% 380 13.8% 21.2%

4 Transport equipment 139 8.9% 13.2% 184 9.2% 7.4% 246 8.9% 17.1%

5 Machinery and appliances 133 8.5% 13.9% 188 9.4% 3.0% 220 8.0% 17.8%

 Total 1130 72.0%  1587 79.2%  2189 79.3%  

 IMPORTS 2000-2005 2006-2009 2010-2013

No Category $ billion Share Growth $ billion Share Growth $ billion Share Growth

1 Machinery and appliances 432 27.1% 11.6% 593 25.8% 5.5% 770 24.7% -15.1%

2 Mineral products 228 14.3% 13.9% 489 21.3% 9.9% 687 22.0% -18.9%

3 Transport equipment 180 11.3% 24.4% 241 10.5% -3.6% 329 10.6% -14.6%

4 Chemical products 160 10.0% 9.0% 199 8.6% 10.2% 284 9.1% -13.7%

5 Parts for motor vehicles 139 8.7% 15.3% 154 6.7% -5.3% 192 6.2% -13.7%

 Total 1139 71.5%  1676 72.9%  2262 72.6%  

Data source and note Quantec

TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE
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8. EXPORT DIVERSIFICATION AND CONCENTRATION RATIO

 Definition

Export diversification index measures the absolute deviation of a country’s exports 

from the standard world structure. It measures the change in composition of a 

country’s export basket. The index values range from 0 to 1, values closer to 0 

indicate a higher degree of diversification and values close to 1 indicate increasing 

concentration of a country’s export basket.

Export concentration index (also known as Herfindahl-Hirschmann index) measures 

the degree of market concentration.   The index varies from 0 to 1. Higher values 

of the index indicate increasing concentration with a value of 1 indicating extreme 

concentration. Values close to 0 indicate a more diverse combination of exports.

 Analysis

The degree of export diversification in South Africa decreased between 2001 

and 2012. Subsequently, despite a decline in 2009-2010, export concentration 

increased during 2001-2012. South Africa’s export basket is concentrated in primary 

commodities, resource-intensive and low-technology-intensive goods. Compared 

to the rest of Africa, South Africa’s export basket was relatively more diversified 

during the period 2001-2012. However, South Africa’s export diversification still 

lags behind its emerging market peers (i.e. China, Brazil and India) and major 

trading partners EU, US and Japan. This suggests that trade between South Africa 

and the rest of the continent has the potential of becoming a key source of export 

diversification.

Index 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013*

Export diversification 0.53 0.52 0.52 0.53 0.56 0.56 0.56 0.58 0.55 0.57 0.58 0.59 0.59

Export concentration 0.12 0.11 0.12 0.12 0.13 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.13 0.14 0.16 0.18 0.17

Data source and note UNCTAD
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TRADE DEPENDENCE AND PERFORMANCE

9. TRADE INTENSITY COEFFICIENT

 Definition

Export (import) intensity is defined as the share of country i’s exports going to trading 

partner j  relative to the share of world exports going to that partner. Similarly for import 

intensity.  Export (import) intensity measures whether country i exports (imports) more, as a 

percentage, to (from) country j than the world does on average and takes a value between 

0 and +∞. Values greater (less) than 1 indicate an ‘intense’ bilateral trade relationship and 

implies bilateral trade flow that is larger (smaller) than expected, given the partner country’s 

importance in world trade.

 Analysis

South Africa’s export and import intensity with its major trading partner, the EU, has 

declined over the period 2001-2012 while trade with China has intensified in the same 

period. In particular, South Africa’s trade became more intensive than expected with China 

post-2008, making China South Africa’s second largest single trading partner in 2012. South 

Africa exports and imports more to the rest of Africa than the rest of the world as suggested 

by high trade intensities in 2012, reflecting Africa’s growing importance in South Africa’s 

trade. Within the BRICs, import and most importantly export intensity has declined quite 

substantially between South Africa and Brazil, while import intensity with India doubled 

between 2001 and 2012. Trade intensity with Russia remains very low.

Export intensity 

index
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Brazil 1.18 1.07 0.88 0.91 0.97 1.02 0.94 0.84 0.65 0.85 0.71 0.74

Russian 0.17 0.26 0.32 0.30 0.16 0.18 0.17 0.20 0.24 0.26 0.20 0.27

India 1.76 1.74 1.27 1.33 1.87 1.02 1.35 1.59 1.80 1.82 1.43 1.58

China 0.46 0.43 0.52 0.44 0.47 0.62 0.95 0.84 1.31 1.24 1.40 1.17

Africa excl. SA - - - - - - - - - - 5.05 5.95

Japan 1.60 1.26 1.98 2.10 2.25 2.49 2.47 2.35 1.73 1.98 1.76 1.28

United States 0.74 0.58 0.71 0.72 0.64 0.73 0.82 0.81 0.71 0.77 0.72 0.68

EU 0.97 1.02 0.91 0.92 0.94 0.92 0.85 0.85 0.73 0.77 0.68 0.64

Import intensity 

index
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Brazil 2.84 1.89 2.10 1.96 2.08 1.76 1.78 1.52 1.56 1.28 1.17 1.22

Russian 0.10 0.21 0.06 0.04 0.08 0.16 0.28 0.12 0.27 0.05 0.06 0.07

India 1.34 1.37 1.52 1.77 2.06 2.33 2.10 2.26 1.97 2.41 2.39 2.81

 China 0.95 1.02 1.09 1.15 1.22 1.24 1.21 1.26 1.33 1.36 1.34 1.26

Africa excl. SA - - - - - - - - - - 2.26 2.64

Japan 1.02 1.07 1.11 1.10 1.17 1.21 1.27 1.13 1.02 1.03 1.03 1.02

United States 0.99 1.09 1.02 0.96 0.90 0.88 0.92 0.98 0.90 0.85 0.97 0.86

EU 1.04 1.05 1.05 1.00 0.99 0.92 0.89 0.86 0.88 0.95 0.93 0.91

Data source and note ITC
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SPECIALIZATION AND COMPETITIVENESS POSITION

10. REVEALED COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE (RCA)   

 Definition

The index measures a specific product’s share in the country’s total exports relative to 

a share of the product in world total exports. A country has a revealed comparative 

advantage (RCA) in production of product j   when RCA>1. When RCA<1, a country 

has a revealed comparative disadvantage in production of product j

 Analysis

South Africa’s RCA lies in resource-intensive and non-fuel primary commodities. Of 

the top 5 products that have a comparative advantage, the mining industry has the 

largest comparative advantage particularly in mineral products such as ore. Some 

sectors such as furniture and metal fabrication experienced significant declines in 

RCA of 65% and 42% during 2006-2012 respectively. Improvements in RCA were 

recorded in the production of textiles such as wool and agricultural products such as 

fruit produce. South Africa is by far losing its comparative advantage in the clothing 

and footwear industry, particularly in products such as knitted fabric and apparel.

Sector Top 5 Products 2000 2006 2012
Change Change

2001-2006 2006-2012

Mining and Minerals/

Beneficiation
Ores, slag and ash 10.17 7.85 11.37 -23% 45%

Metal fabrication
Pearls, precious stones, 

metals, coins, etc.
10.82 10.37 6.03 -4% -42%

Furniture 

manufacturing

Furniture, lighting, signs, 

prefabricated buildings
20.46 16.42 5.83 -20% -65%

Textiles
Wool, animal hair, horsehair 

yarn and fabric thereof
2.95 3.60 5.44 22% 51%

Agricultural products
Edible fruit, nuts, peel of 

citrus fruit, melons
4.40 5.00 5.23 14% 5%

      

Sector Bottom 5 Products 2001 2006 2012
Change Change

2001-2006 2006-2012

Footwear
Footwear, gaiters and the 

like, parts thereof
0.068 0.056 0.067 -17% 20%

Clothing  

Articles of apparel, 

accessories, not knit or 

crochet

0.236 0.074 0.066 -69% -11%

Clothing Knitted or crocheted fabric 0.113 0.111 0.055 -2% -50%

Clothing
Articles of apparel, 

accessories, knit or crochet
0.350 0.116 0.045 -67% -61%

Metal fabrication Tin and articles thereof 1.215 0.129 0.028 -89% -78%

Data source and note ITC.  
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11a. EXPORT SPECIALIZATION RATIO (ESR)   

 Definition

The index measures a specific product’s share in the country’s total exports relative 

to a share of the product in a particular export market. A country has export 

specialization in production of product j in market k when ESR>1. When ESR<1, a 

country does not have export specialization in production of product j in market k

 Analysis

South Africa’s export specialization with its major trading partners is concentrated 

in resource-intensive (Pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc., raw hides and 

leather, and wool)) and low-technology-intensive manufactures (Railway, tramway 

locomotives, rolling stock, equipment). Between 2006 and 2012, South Africa’s 

export specialization in resource-intensive manufactures such as pearls, precious 

stones, metals, coins etc. declined considerably in China, EU and US. Specialization 

in non-fuel primary commodities such as ore, increased significantly in the EU and US 

markets between 2006 and 2012, which does not bode well for export diversification. 

Top 5 by country : Comparative advantage 2006 2012

Product China EU US Japan China EU US Japan

Explosives, pyrotechnics, matches, pyrophorics, etc 56.59 5.97 - 7.68 27.19 6.44 - 12.49

Pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc 35.38 16.38 9.01 11.40 29.79 7.91 8.03 16.46

Works of art, collectors pieces and antiques 31.10 - - - - - - -

Vegetable, fruit, nut, etc food preparations 25.08 - - - 16.30 - - -

Edible fruit, nuts, peel of citrus fruit, melons 23.57 - - - 12.71 3.70 - 7.40

Ores, slag and ash - 9.15 41.03 - - 20.08 82.97 -

Sugars and sugar confectionery - 3.47 - - - - - -

Iron and steel - 3.27 6.56 9.90 - - 5.85 -

Wool, animal hair, horsehair yarn and fabric thereof - - 22.42 - - 4.74 31.05 -

Raw hides and skins (other than furskins) and leather - - 7.67 6.13 - - 9.43 7.40

Railway, tramway locomotives, rolling stock, equipment - - - 9.92 - - - 11.00

Live trees, plants, bulbs, roots, cut flowers etc - - - - 10.65 - - -
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SPECIALIZATION AND COMPETITIVENESS POSITION
11b. EXPORT SPECIALIZATION RATIO (ESR), Cont’d   

 Analysis

South Africa does not have export specialization in high skill- and technology-intensive 

manufactures, and resource-intensive manufactures in export markets with its major 

trading partners. This is particularly evidenced in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, 

clothing and textiles, and metal fabrication (particularly tin and articles of tin).  

Bottom 5 by country : Comparative disadvantage 2006 2012

Product China EU US Japan China EU US Japan

Optical, photo, technical, medical, etc apparatus 0.07 - - - - - - -

Knitted or crocheted fabric 0.07 - - - 0.07 - - -

Clocks and watches and parts thereof 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.06 - - -

Cotton 0.04 - - - 0.03 - - -

Silk 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.06 0.02 - 0.02

Footwear, gaiters and the like, parts thereof - 0.05 0.03 0.05 - - - -

Pharmaceutical products - 0.06 - - - - - -

Musical instruments, parts and accessories - 0.06 0.03 0.03 - 0.05 0.04 0.03

Articles of apparel, accessories, knit or crochet - - - - - 0.04 0.03 0.03

Lac, gums, resins, vegetable saps and extracts nes - - - - - - 0.03 -

Tin and articles thereof - - - - 0.02 0.04 0.03 0.02

Articles of apparel, accessories, not knit or crochet - - - 0.05 - 0.05 - 0.04

Toys, games, sports requisites - - 0.04 - - - 0.04 -

Data source and note ITC

2001

RCA > 1
RCA < 1

2012

South Africa exports more value-added products now than before even though it has less comparative 

advantage in producing them.

RCA > 1
RCA < 1

73%

27%32%

68%
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12. INTRA-INDUSTRY TRADE INTENSITY   

 Definition

The Grubel-Lloyd Index is used to calculate the intensity of inter-industry trade (IIT). It 

measures the balanced two-way trade in goods produced by the same industry. The 

IIT index varies between 0 (pure inter-industry trade) and 1 (pure intra-industry 

trade). Higher values indicate a higher level of IIT between countries and shows that 

a country is more integrated in the global economy.

 Analysis

The level of intra-industry trade (IIT) in the top 5 products with the highest revealed 

comparative advantage (RCA) increased between 2001 and 2006. Despite this, intra-

industry trades remains low and is skewed towards inter-industry trade, particularly in 

mining (ores, slag and ash), textiles (wool and yarn) and agricultural products (edible 

fruits, nuts and melons). As of 2012, sectors such as furniture manufacturing and 

metal fabrication enjoy a mixture of inter-industry trade and intra-industry trade. 

Despite a relatively low RCA, the clothing sector has high inter-industry trade, while 

IIT in sectors within the metal fabrication (tin and articles thereof) has contracted 

significantly between 2001 and 2012.

IPAP Sector classification Top 5 Products: RCA 2001 2006 2012

Change Change

2001-

2006

2006-

2012
Mining and Minerals/

Beneficiation
Ores, slag and ash 0.06 0.20 0.15 268% -25%

Metal fabrication Pearls, precious stones, metals, coins, etc. 0.18 0.19 0.45 5% 143%

Furniture manufacturing Furniture, lighting, signs, prefabricated buildings 0.53 0.97 0.52 83% -47%

Textiles Wool, animal hair, horsehair yarn and fabric thereof 0.18 0.19 0.21 5% 10%

Agricultural products Edible fruit, nuts, peel of citrus fruit, melons 0.07 0.10 0.06 44% -38%

Sector Bottom 5 Products: RCA 2001 2006 2012

Change Change

2001-

2006

2006-

2012

Footwear Footwear, gaiters and the like, parts thereof 0.13 0.06 0.16 -53% 153%

Clothing  Articles of apparel, accessories, not knit or crochet 0.98 0.16 0.91 -84% 464%

Clothing Knitted or crocheted fabric 0.27 0.25 0.33 -9% 30%

Clothing Articles of apparel, accessories, knit or crochet 0.72 0.29 0.74 -60% 155%

Metal fabrication Tin and articles thereof 0.85 0.19 0.17 -78% -9%

Data source and note Quantec.  
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13. COMPLEMENTARITY INDEX   

 Definition

The Index measures the compatibility of trade profiles between two countries. The 

index value ranges between 0 and 1. The higher the index value, the more compatible 

trade profiles are between the countries. Countries that have bilateral trade 

agreements and trade with each other, are likely to exhibit high trade compatibility 

(or trade complementarity).

 Analysis

In 2012, the European Union (EU) and the United States (US) were the most 

compatible trading partners with South Africa compared to the BRICs and Japan. In 

particular, the complementary index between South Africa and the BRICs has been 

below 0.5 and declining between 2009 and 2012. This suggests that trade profiles 

between South Africa and the BRICs are becoming less compatible.

Index 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Brazil 0.44 0.46 0.46 0.44 0.47 0.46 0.46 0.50 0.46 0.43 0.41 0.42 0.41

Russian 0.39 0.41 0.40 0.38 0.39 0.34 0.37 0.40 0.40 0.41 0.37 0.39 0.36

 India 0.34 0.37 0.37 0.34 0.38 0.36 0.37 0.40 0.37 0.42 0.41 0.42 0.39

China 0.44 0.44 0.43 0.39 0.43 0.41 0.40 0.45 0.41 0.42 0.43 0.41 0.40

Africa excl. SA 0.30 0.31 0.30 0.27 0.31 0.27 0.30 0.35 0.33 0.34 0.31 0.31 0.32

Japan 0.52 0.53 0.53 0.50 0.53 0.50 0.49 0.54 0.48 0.49 0.48 0.46 0.44

United States 0.63 0.66 0.66 0.61 0.65 0.61 0.59 0.64 0.59 0.66 0.64 0.62 0.63

EU27 0.69 0.70 0.68 0.63 0.68 0.66 0.66 0.71 0.62 0.65 0.64 0.61 0.61

World 0.70 0.71 0.71 0.67 0.73 0.71 0.71 0.76 0.70 0.71 0.71 0.69 0.69

Data source and note UNCTAD
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14. TRADE CORRELATION INDEX (TCI)   

 Definition

A measure of similarity of the trade specialization index between countries. Index 

varies from -1 to1. Positive values indicate that the economies are competitors in the 

global market and negative values indicate that the economies do not specialize in the 

production of the same goods, and hence are natural trading partners. 

 Analysis

The EU is South Africa’s major trading partner and the two economies specialize in 

different products and thus can be considered natural trading partners. This is also 

evidenced in the high level of compatibility in their export and import profiles.  Prior 

to 2005, China and South Africa competed in the global export markets, however, 

over time China has become one of South Africa’s major trading partners. Trade 

correlation between South Africa and China declined from 0 to -0.27 from 2001 to 

2012. Similarly, India and South Africa’s similarity in trade specialization index declined 

from 0.01 to -0.09 between 2009 and 2012. Brazil and the US continue to be South 

Africa’s competitors in the global market post-2009.

Index 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Brazil 0.29 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.29 0.25 0.22 0.21 0.26 0.26 0.25 0.25 0.27

India 0.12 0.13 0.15 0.18 0.06 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.04 0.01 -0.02 -0.01 -0.09

China 0.07 0.00 0.08 0.04 0.01 -0.09 -0.11 -0.12 -0.12 -0.23 -0.20 -0.20 -0.27

Japan -0.31 -0.32 -0.30 -0.30 -0.28 -0.24 -0.18 -0.17 -0.20 -0.10 -0.15 -0.13 -0.06

United States -0.10 -0.06 -0.13 -0.06 -0.08 0.03 0.06 0.08 0.13 0.19 0.18 0.21 0.18

EU27 -0.11 -0.10 -0.11 -0.12 -0.12 -0.21 -0.24 -0.22 -0.17 -0.07 -0.10 -0.10 -0.07

Data source and note UNCTAD    
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15. EXCHANGE RATE 

 Definition

The real effective exchange rate measures how the weighted-average purchasing power of 

the Rand currency has changed over time. An increase in the real effective exchange rate  

(i.e. real depreciation), increases the price of imported goods while making the price of 

exportable goods more competitive relative to non-traded goods in the international market. 

 Analysis

In nominal terms, the rand experienced significant depreciation against its major trading 

partner currencies in 2013, falling by 16.1 against the British pound, 17.5% against the US 

dollar and 21.5% against the euro. However, the real effective exchange rate depreciated 

by only 9.4% in 2013. Despite nominal and real depreciation of the rand since 2011, export 

performance remained muted, reflecting structural constraints to export growth. While a 

weaker rand is expected to boost exports,  a larger content of imported intermediate inputs 

into manufactured final goods may weaken export growth.   

Index 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

REER 101.2 103.6 107.2 108.4 105.3 115.7 118.5 128.7 135.2 145.0 155.7 145.5 153.4

Data source and note Reserve Bank of South Africa (SARB) 
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16. TERMS OF TRADE INDEX (TOT)

 Definition

Terms of trade: The ratio of the export unit value index to the import unit value index. It is 

calculated by dividing the export price index by the import price index. 

Purchasing power of exports: the value index of exports deflated by the import unit value 

index.

 Analysis

Following an upward trend during 2001-2011, South Africa’s terms of trade deteriorated in 

2012, declining by 6.6% while the purchasing power of exports declined by 11%, contributing 

to a protracted trade deficit. South Africa’s terms of trade grew faster than its emerging 

market peers, Brazil and India and major trading partners, EU and the US. The terms of 

trade for Asian economies, China and Japan, experienced significant and persistent declines. 

Despite having increased its terms of trade faster than its trading partners, South Africa’s 

purchasing power of exports lags behind that of China, Brazil and India.

Data source and note UNCTAD.  Data for 2013 is based on estimate.

540

490

440

390

340

290

240

190

140

90

40

200

180

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

Terms of TradePurchasing power of exports

Brazil

China

India

Japan

South Africa

United States

EU27 (European Union)

Africa excl. SA

Brazil

China

India

Japan

South Africa

United States

EU27 (European Union)

Africa excl. SA



TRADE INDICATORS – JUNE 2014

20

SPECIALIZATION AND COMPETITIVENESS POSITION

17. COMPETITIVENESS EFFECT (CE)  

 Definition

The competitiveness effect measures the percentage change in competitiveness of a 

country’s exports in the global market for a selected sector in a given year. It is defined 

as a change in the exporting country’s share in destination markets’ imports times 

the initial share of partner countries’ import in world trade. The indicator value varies 

between - ∞ and + ∞, with positive values indicating a gain in market share due to 

increased competitiveness in the global market. 

 Analysis

Being one of the sectors with the lowest comparative advantage, the clothing and 

textiles experienced the largest loss in export share in the global market during 

the economic recession of 2009. In contrast, the mining and consumer electronic 

sectors were relatively unscathed during the economic crisis, recording a gain of 

5.9% and 1.7% respetcivley in market share in the global economy due to increased 

competitiveness. In 2012, the mining and consumer electronics sectors continued to 

record gains in market share while lacklustre competiveness in the manufacturing, 

non-electronic machinery, textiles and transport equipment  resulted in market share 

losses. Following declines in competitiveness post 2009, the clothing and chemical 

sector recorded an improvement in 2012.

Index 2009 2010 2011 2012

Basic manufactures -2.9% -0.11% -0.63% -0.02%

Chemicals -3.18% -0.50% -1.27% 4.78%

Clothing -10.16% -8.88% -3.25% 4.14%

Electronic components -5.47% -5.44% -3.93% -4.52%

IT & Consumer electronics 5.86% -1.10% -4.24% 5.02%

Leather products 0.34% -4.66% 0.52% 8.50%

Minerals 1.65% -0.85% -3.47% 5.02%

Non-electronic machinery -2.76% -2.38% -3.29% -2.63%

Textiles -5.69% -7.12% -8.15% -5.38%

Transport equipment 1.48% 2.40% 5.65% -1.04%

Data source and note ITC
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18. TARIFF PROFILES   

 Definition

The weighted mean most favored nations (MFN) tariff is the average of MFN rates 

weighted by the product import shares corresponding to each partner country. 

The simple mean bound rate is the unweighted average of all the lines in the tariff 

schedule in which bound rates have been set.  

 Analysis

South Africa continued to liberalize its trade between 2004 and 2012. The average 

MFN tariff rate for all products in South Africa was 5.7% in 2012 compared to 5.6% 

in 2004. Average MFN tariffs on primary products declined marginally in South 

Africa over the same period while significant declines were experienced in China, 

Japan and EU. However, average MFN tariff rates on manufactured products 

increased marginally in South Africa and its trading partners except the US. The 

average MFN tariff rates in South Africa remain below the bound rates and hence 

provide policy space to support the domestic manufacturing industry. 

% 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Tariff rate, applied MFN, weighted mean, all products 5.57 6.00 5.76 5.89 5.68 4.89 5.52 5.70 5.65

Tariff rate, applied MFN, weighted mean, manufacturing 6.72 7.23 7.27 7.63 7.44 6.63 7.2 7.55 7.46

Tariff rate, applied MFN, weighted mean, primary products 2.24 2.09 2.03 2.25 2.02 1.90 2.34 2.28 1.63

Bound rate, simple mean, All products 19.21 19.21 19.21 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 19.36 18.12

Bound rate, simple mean, manufacturing 17.2 17.2 17.2 17.12 17.12 17.12 17.12 17.12 17.14

Bound rate, simple mean, primary products 27.3 27.3 27.3 28.12 28.12 28.12 28.12 28.12 23.45

Data source and note 

World Bank Development Indicators. Notes: Data are classified using the 

Harmonized System of trade at the six- or eight-digit level. Manufactured 

products are commodities classified in SITC revision 3 sections 5-8 excluding 

division 68.  Primary products are commodities classified in SITC revision 3 

sections 0-4 plus division 68 (nonferrous metals).
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19. TRADE REMEDIES   

 Definition

Trade remedies are trade policy tools that allow governments to take remedial 

action, in the form of anti-dumping duties, countervailing duties or safeguard duties 

or quotas, against imports which are causing injury to a domestic industry.

 Analysis

The number of trade remedy measures imposed by South Africa is relatively small 

compared to its major trading partners and emerging economy counterparts. In 

2013, South Africa imposed only 2 anti-dumping duties, down from 5 in 2001 and 

15 in 2002 (the number of measures imposed in 2002 was directly linked to sunset 

reviews of existing measures). The number of anti-dumping measures imposed by 

the EU, the US as well as India and China has also declined over the period 2008-2010 

compared to 2011-2013. However, the number of anti-dumping measures imposed 

by Brazil (57) and India (68) remained high relative to South Africa (3) during the 

period 2011-2013. With the exception of the EU and US; South Africa’s emerging 

economy counterparts (i.e. BRICs), make little use of countervailing duties.

% 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Anti-dumping 5 15 1 4 0 7 1 3 3 1 0 1 2

Countervailing duties 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Safeguards 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Data source and note WTO
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TRADE FACILITATION

20. COST TO EXPORT AND IMPORT PER CONTAINER

 Definition

The cost to import per container is based on the fees levied on a 20-foot container 

in U.S. dollars and includes all the fees associated with completing the procedures to 

export or import the goods. These include costs for documents, administrative fees 

for customs clearance and technical control, customs broker fees, terminal handling 

charges and inland transport. The cost measure does not include tariffs or trade taxes.

 Analysis

The cost to export and import per container in South Africa was below the world 

average until it surged post-2008. In 2013 alone, the cost to import was 9% above the 

world average of US$1823 per container. On the other hand, the cost to export was 

13% above the world average of US$1515. Compared to its major trading partners, 

it costs relatively more per container to either export or import in South Africa. South 

Africa’s cost to export is almost three times that of China and hence partly explains 

South Africa’s meagre export competitiveness.   

Per container (US$) 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Cost to export 1087 1087 1087 1087 1087 1087 1087 1087 1087

Cost to import 1195 1195 1195 1721 1807 1807 1795 1940 1980

Data source and note World Bank. 
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21. INVESTMENT

 Goal

To increase the level of productive investment across the sectors of the economy, in 

particular the manufacturing sector with a view to achieve the IPAP, NGP and NDP 

objectives. 

 Analysis

The manufacturing sector recorded the largest decline in investment during the 

2008-2009 economic recession, declining 22% while investment in agriculture and 

services contracted by 15.2% and 5.6% respectively. In contrast the mining sector 

increased investment levels by 6% in the same period. Following the economic 

recovery in 2010, manufacturing sector investment increased at a faster pace than 

all sectors, recording a 9.3% increase during 2010-2013 while other sectors grew 

just below 5%.      

Rbn 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Manufacturing 42.4 41.1 42.6 50.0 54.8 61.8 65.4 73.9 57.6 59.5 65.7 69.7 77.6

Agriculture 6.5 7.6 7.0 7.3 6.9 7.8 8.0 9.9 8.4 7.2 8.0 7.8 7.9

Mining 19.8 22.4 23.5 19.0 16.7 24.9 32.7 41.7 44.1 41.7 45.1 47.1 47.8

Services 105.9 108.7 123.2 144.3 166.8 180.5 204.3 218.1 205.8 200.2 202.6 212.6 219.2

Data source and note Quantec 
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22. REAL VALUE-ADDED

 Goal

To increase the level of real value added across the sectors of the economy, in 

particular the manufacturing sector with a view to achieve the IPAP, NGP and NDP 

objectives. 

 Analysis

The manufacturing sector experienced the sharpest decline in real value-added 

followed by the mining sector during the 2008-2009 economic recession. During 2010-

2013, the services sector recorded the highest gains in real value-added followed 

by the manufacturing and mining sectors. Continued labour strikes coupled with 

declining employment levels in the mining sector, saw real value-added contracting 

by 0.1% during 2010-2013. 

Rbn 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Manufacturing 230 236 233 244 259 276 290 298 268 283 292 298 300

Agriculture 34 36 36 36 37 35 36 42 41 42 42 42 43

Mining 99 100 103 105 106 105 105 99 94 99 100 96 99

Services 775 807 840 879 927 985 1045 1093 1104 1132 1178 1215 1240

Data source and note Quantec
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23. EMPLOYMENT  

 Target 
To increase the level in employment across the sectors of the economy, in particular 

the manufacturing sector with a view to achieve the IPAP, NGP and NDP objectives.

 Analysis

Following significant contractions in employment levels across different sectors in 

the economy during the 2008-2009 economic recession, the manufacturing sector 

continued to shed jobs during 2010-2011 in line with contractions in investment levels. 

Employment in the manufacturing sector only improved marginally during 2012-2013 

despite investment growth of 9.7%, and employment still remains below pre-crisis 

levels. Similarly, employment in the agricultural sector, though it has improved, it still 

remains pre-crisis levels. On the contrary, employment in mining improved gradually 

after 2009, however, recent labour disruptions saw employment in the mining sector 

contracting by 2.7% in 2013.

No. (in millions) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Manufacturing 1.49 1.46 1.49 1.53 1.57 1.58 1.62 1.63 1.51 1.45 1.43 1.44 1.45

Agriculture 1.81 1.65 1.45 1.38 1.29 1.50 1.35 1.05 0.92 0.85 0.83 0.90 0.98

Mining 0.41 0.42 0.44 0.45 0.44 0.46 0.50 0.52 0.49 0.50 0.51 0.52 0.51

Services 7.5 7.6 8.1 8.4 8.6 8.8 9.3 10.3 10.2 10.0 10.3 10.5 10.8

Data source and note Quantec 
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 SA exports − 2013 Value Rm Share Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semi manufactured forms 68731 8.7 7.1
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 68493 8.7 12.8
'7108 Gold unwrought or in semi-manuf forms 54491 6.9 -22.3
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 48329 6.1 -14.6
'7202 Ferro-alloys 30299 3.8 5.2
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 30160 3.8 3.9
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 26298 3.3 30.8
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 24559 3.1 12.0
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 17357 2.2 23.5
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 16823 2.1 -3.9
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 12823 1.6 35.3
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 11088 1.4 16.2
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 9540 1.2 22.5
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 7867 1.0 6.6
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 7793 1.0 6.9
'7118 Coin 7162 0.9 26.4
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 7111 0.9 20.5
'1005 Maize (corn) 6270 0.8 29.8
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 5288 0.7 -10.0
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 5261 0.7 36.5
 Other products 322360 40.9 22.9
 Total all commodities 788104 100 12.4

 SA imports − 2013 Value Rm Share Growth 
rate

'2709 Crude petroleum oils 139031 14.3 7.6
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 60699 6.2 26.3
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 51591 5.3 -0.3
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 31937 3.3 -24.8
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 19328 2.0 -23.2
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 17151 1.8 4.7
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 11948 1.2 -21.4
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 11595 1.2 10.4
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 9295 1.0 -30.0
'8443 Printing machinery; machines for uses ancillary to printing 8680 0.9 -12.4
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 7550 0.8 -8.2
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 7224 0.7 20.5
'1006 Rice 6302 0.6 4.5
'8502 Electric generating sets and rotary converters 6123 0.6 8.9
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 6104 0.6 28.9
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 5627 0.6 27.5
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 5419 0.6 5.9
'2818 Aluminium oxide (incl artificial corundum); aluminium hydroxide 5333 0.5 37.0
'8541 Diodes/transistors & sim semiconductor devices; etc 5072 0.5 38.5
'8479 Machines & mech appl having indiv functions, nes 4887 0.5 23.1
 Other products 550333 56.7 29.1
 Total all commodities 971231 100 16.6

Source: Quantec and ITC
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SA top export destinations − 2013 Value Rm Share Growth rate

China 109360 14 35

United States of America 65337 8 6

Japan 52866 7 19

Germany 41996 5 11

United Kingdom 31683 4 17

Netherlands 29963 4 22

India 28001 4 -7

Mozambique 26622 3 41

Zambia 24619 3 23

Switzerland 22544 3 56

Zimbabwe 22293 3 18

Belgium 17086 2 14

Hong Kong, China 13775 2 18

Democratic Republic of the Congo 12335 2 7

Korea, Republic of 11758 1 -16

United Arab Emirates 11138 1 33

Namibia 601 0 -62

Botswana 110 0 -67

Swaziland 67 0 35

Lesotho 25 0 -29

Other countries 265925 34 3

Total all commodities 788104 100 12.4

SA top import countries − 2013 Value Rm Share Growth rate

China 154529 16 29

Germany 103240 11 23

Saudi Arabia 77400 8 20

United States of America 63439 7 4

India 51918 5 38

Japan 39329 4 4

Nigeria 35000 4 15

United Kingdom 32783 3 14

Thailand 26600 3 20

Italy 25900 3 23

France 22500 2 11

Angola 18900 2 -18

Singapore 19000 2 35

Spain 18200 2 29

Korea, Republic of 18113 2 -3

Netherlands 16135 2 9

Brazil 15500 2 13

Australia 12900 1 11

Mozambique 12253 1 18

Belgium 10904 1 6

Other countries 207591 21 8

Total all commodities 971231 100 16.6

Source: Quantec and ITC
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TRADE AT A GLANCE

 SA top exports to China − 2013 Value Rm

Share 

of SA's 

exports

Growth 

rate

'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 53518 6.8 43.7
'7202 Ferro-alloys 9593 1.2 68.9
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 8922 1.1 0.1
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 8387 1.1 37.6
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 7178 0.9 88.9
'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 2968 0.4 81.4
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 1903 0.2 30.5
'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 1870 0.2 8.3
'5101 Wool, not carded or combed 1809 0.2 26.9
'4702 Chemical wood pulp, dissolving grades 1474 0.2 63.1
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 1102 0.1 34.0
'2607 Lead ores and concentrates 908 0.1 -18.7
'8408 Diesel or semi-diesel engines 901 0.1 91.1
'3902 Polymers of propylene or of other olefins, in primary forms 693 0.1 -2.5
'7506 Nickel plates, sheets, strip and foil 482 0.1 -34.1
'4703 Chemical wood pulp, soda or sulphate, other than dissolving grades 437 0.1 12.0
'7505 Nickel bars, rods, profiles and wire 430 0.1 45.2
'2905 Acyclic alcohols and their derivatives 401 0.1 -27.1
'4102 Raw skins of sheep or lambs 308 0.0 54.1
'2618 Granulated slag from the manufacture of iron or steel 294 0.0 74.9
 Other products 5780 0.7 -21.2
 Total all commodities 109360 13.9 34.8

 SA top imports from China − 2013 Value Rm

Share 

of SA's 

imports

Growth 

rate

'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 12784 1.3 49.1
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 11023 1.1 13.5
'8443 Printing machinery; machines for uses ancillary to printing 3671 0.4 10.5
'8541 Diodes/transistors&sim semiconductor devices; etc 3668 0.4 54.6
'6402 Footwear nes, outer soles and uppers of rubber or plastics 3010 0.3 1.7
'6404 Footwear, upper of textile mat 2301 0.2 33.2
'8516 Electric instantaneous water heater,space htg; hair dryer 2120 0.2 13.6
'8502 Electric generating sets and rotary converters 2039 0.2 49.5
'9999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 1962 0.2 74.2
'8543 Electrical mach&app having individual function, nes 1860 0.2 45.9
'4202 Trunks,suit-cases,camera cases,handbags etc,of leather,plas,tex etc 1789 0.2 20.5
'8528 Television receivers (incl video monitors & video projectors) 1751 0.2 21.6
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 1733 0.2 3.8
'1006 Rice 1665 0.2 -8.8
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 1660 0.2 13.9
'8529 Part suitable for use solely/princ with televisions, recpt app 1643 0.2 49.4
'6204 Women's suits, jackets,dresses skirts etc&shorts 1394 0.1 33.2
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 1375 0.1 27.2
'9503 Other toys;scale model (puzzles of all kinds, stuffed toys, electric t 1299 0.1 6.8
'9403 Other furniture and parts thereof 1299 0.1 3.7
 Other products 94486 9.7 30.9
 Total all commodities 154529.2 15.9 28.7

Source: Quantec and ITC
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TRADE AT A GLANCE

 SA top exports to USA − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 14651 1.9 -7.1
'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 12540 1.6 13.0
'7202 Ferro-alloys 4938 0.6 23.9
'2618 Granulated slag from the manufacture of iron or steel 2294 0.3 52.3
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 2150 0.3 19.0
'2614 Titanium ores and concentrates 2052 0.3 -4.5
'2901 Acyclic hydrocarbons 1841 0.2 -3.2
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 1726 0.2 48.8
'7606 Aluminum plates, sheets and strip, of a thickness exceeding 0.2mm 1663 0.2 2.2
'7201 Pig iron and spiegeleisen in pigs 828 0.1 16.6
'2804 Hydrogen, rare gases & other non-metals 794 0.1 -1.1
'8802 Aircraft, (helicopter,aeroplanes) & spacecraft (satellites) 702 0.1 49.4
'8409 Part for use solely/principally with the motor engines 676 0.1 -15.1
'2914 Ketones & quinones, & their derivatives 618 0.1 19.4
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 555 0.1 -44.2
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 507 0.1 31.7
'3823 Binders for foundry molds or cores; chemical products and residuals ne 495 0.1 10.7
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 492 0.1 8.7
'2707 Oils & other products of the distillation of high temp coal tar etc 480 0.1 38.7
'7118 Coin 396 0.1 51.5
 Other products 14937 1.9 4.0
 Total all commodities 65336.96 8.3 6.1

 SA top imports from USA − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 4240 0.4 -1.6
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 2170 0.2 58.5
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 2065 0.2 39.5
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 1695 0.2 15.0
'9999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 1655 0.2 -4.9
'8802 Aircraft, (helicopter,aeroplanes) & spacecraft (satellites) 1565 0.2 -42.3
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1447 0.1 -54.3
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 1204 0.1 -45.1
'8483 Transmission shafts&cranks, bearing housing; gearing; etc 1193 0.1 28.7
'8701 Tractors (other than tractors of heading no 87.09) 1120 0.1 26.3
'8433 Harvesting/threshing machinery,hay mower,etc 1109 0.1 21.4
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 938 0.1 -4.4
'3822 Composite diagnostic or laboratory reagents, nes 936 0.1 38.1
'8803 Aircraft parts 914 0.1 14.8
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 897 0.1 32.5
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 823 0.1 10.7
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 766 0.1 4.4
'9021 Orthopaedic appliance (crutche/surgical belts & trusse) 764 0.1 11.7
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 730 0.1 -18.3

'3002
Human & animal blood; antisera, vaccines, toxins, micro-organism 

cultu
725 0.1 -9.1

 Other products 36478 3.8 10.6
 Total all commodities 63438.68 6.5 3.7

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Japan − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 24479 3.1 17.4
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 7142 0.9 7.5
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 4690 0.6 71.6
'7202 Ferro-alloys 3181 0.4 14.7
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 2402 0.3 14.5
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 1493 0.2 33.0
'4401 Fuel wood; wood in chips or particles; sawdust&wood waste&scrap 1373 0.2 7.7
'7502 Unwrought nickel 813 0.1 4.9
'2614 Titanium ores and concentrates 561 0.1 -37.1
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 414 0.1 16.3
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 310 0.0 -8.4
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 298 0.0 12.6
'8111 Manganese and articles thereof, including waste and scrap 291 0.0 9.9
'1701 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose, in solid form 220 0.0 87.0
'2008 Preserved fruits nes 202 0.0 -16.4
'2009 Fruit & vegetable juices, unfermented 188 0.0 -13.8
'7308 Structures (rods,angle, plates) of iron & steel nes 151 0.0 62.0
'3815 Reaction initiators & accelerators, catalytic prep, nes 150 0.0 -18.2
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 132 0.0 15.6
'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 127 0.0 1.4
 Other products 4249 0.5 74.3
 Total all commodities 52866 6.7 19.5

 SA top imports from Japan − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 4666 0.5 6.8
'8443 Printing machinery; machines for uses ancillary to printing 1969 0.2 25.0
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 1746 0.2 -4.2
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1440 0.1 -19.0
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 1223 0.1 36.3
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 985 0.1 4.3
'7208 Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad 860 0.1 33.3
'8702 Public-transport type passenger motor vehicles 673 0.1 -16.9
'8479 Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes 510 0.1 66.6
'8427 Fork-lift trucks;other works trucks fitted with lifting/handling equip 474 0.0 -9.2
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 462 0.0 31.3
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 349 0.0 7.1
'8511 Electrical ignition/starting equip (spark plugs/starter motors) 344 0.0 26.5
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 340 0.0 6.5
'8525 Television camera, transmissn app for radio-telephony 322 0.0 -14.3
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 317 0.0 15.9
'8410 Hydraulic turbines, water wheels, and regulators thereof 286 0.0 35.3
'8482 Ball or roller bearings 273 0.0 -6.9
'8409 Part for use solely/principally with the motor engines 240 0.0 -6.9
'6909 Ceramic ware for labor.,chemical or techinal use, etc 227 0.0 42.3
 Other products 21624 2.2 1.0
 Total all commodities 39329 4.0 3.7

Source: Quantec and ITC



TRADE INDICATORS – JUNE 2014

32

TRADE AT A GLANCE

 SA top exports to Germany − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 7478 0.9 0.0
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 5264 0.7 1.0
'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 5237 0.7 16.2
'7118 Coin 4602 0.6 22.3
'7202 Ferro-alloys 2197 0.3 -21.0
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 2095 0.3 -22.6
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 2000 0.3 -1.7
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 1348 0.2 -30.4
'9401 Seat (o/t dentists' & barbers' chairs, etc), &part thereof 1163 0.1 -21.9
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 1091 0.1 27.2
'8409 Part for use solely/principally with the motor engines 811 0.1 20.1
'2712 Petroleum jelly; mineral waxes & similar products 496 0.1 6.6
'2616 Precious metal ores and concentrates 484 0.1 10.0
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 397 0.1 -32.8
'3815 Reaction initiators & accelerators, catalytic prep, nes 316 0.0 20.8
'7402 Unrefined copper; copper anodes for electrolytic refining 238 0.0 29.9
'8415 Air conditioning machines, with motor-driven elements 235 0.0 15.3
'7608 Aluminum tubes and pipes 234 0.0 -46.5

'4804
Uncoated kraft paper&paperboard, in rolls/sheets not of hd 

48.02/48.03
226 0.0 -11.3

'2008 Preserved fruits nes 223 0.0 2.4
 Other products 5862 0.7 92.3
 Total all commodities 41996 5.3 10.5

 SA top imports from Germany − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 14688 1.5 32.3
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 3603 0.4 20.8
'8406 Steam turbines and other vapour turbines 2418 0.2 -35.2
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 1899 0.2 1.9
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1621 0.2 50.5
'8502 Electric generating sets and rotary converters 1255 0.1 30.3
'8479 Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes 1225 0.1 70.8
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 1105 0.1 29.1
'8422 Dish washing machines; machinery for aerating bottles 1066 0.1 55.1
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 1063 0.1 80.8
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 1049 0.1 16.6
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 903 0.1 35.9
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 880 0.1 23.5
'8483 Transmission shafts&cranks, bearing housing; gearing; etc 866 0.1 12.3
'8481 Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing valve 837 0.1 29.5
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 816 0.1 13.1
'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 804 0.1 45.2
'8536 Electrical app for switchg (ex fuse,switche,etc) not exceedg 1000 volt 781 0.1 31.8
'8414 Air, vacuum pumps; hoods incorp a fan 714 0.1 45.1
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 697 0.1 5.2
 Other products 64951 6.7 23.3
 Total all commodities 103239.7 10.6 23.0

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to U.K − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 11818 1.5 21.8
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 2539 0.3 68.4
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 1755 0.2 88.1
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 1639 0.2 19.7
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 1453 0.2 31.9
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 1199 0.2 46.8
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 974 0.1 21.8
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 970 0.1 36.8
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 366 0.0 -17.0
'0809 Apricots, cherries, peaches, nectarines, plums & sloes, fresh 313 0.0 33.2
'4804 Uncoated kraft paper&paperboard, in rolls/sheets not of hd 48.02/48.03 300 0.0 18.0
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 268 0.0 27.3
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 268 0.0 -87.9
'2616 Precious metal ores and concentrates 252 0.0 15.0
'7606 Aluminum plates, sheets and strip, of a thickness exceeding 0.2mm 247 0.0 49.7
'2008 Preserved fruits nes 230 0.0 4.2
'4702 Chemical wood pulp, dissolving grades 224 0.0 46.5
'0810 Fruits nes, fresh 218 0.0 20.7
'3304 Beauty, make-up & skin-care preparations; sunscreens, manicure or pedi 212 0.0 70.8
'8409 Part for use solely/principally with the motor engines 211 0.0 -6.3
 Other products 6228 0.8 12.1
 Total all commodities 31683 4.0 16.8

 SA top imports from U.K − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 5033 0.5 9.9
'2208 Spirits, liqueurs, other spirit beverages, alcoholic preparations 2384 0.2 21.5
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 1455 0.1 12.7
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 1390 0.1 -4.6
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1192 0.1 50.0
'8479 Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes 889 0.1 41.1
'4901 Printed books,brochures,leaflets & similar printed matter 888 0.1 23.8
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 814 0.1 56.4
'0207 Meat&edible offal of poltry meat 521 0.1 73.1

'8481
Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing 

valve
331 0.0 35.3

'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 331 0.0 9.2

'8474
Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg 

mineral produc
329 0.0 16.5

'8701 Tractors (other than tractors of heading no 87.09) 318 0.0 44.5
'8803 Aircraft parts 306 0.0 4.7
'8523 Prepared unrecordd media for sound record (tapes) 266 0.0 -20.0
'8427 Fork-lift trucks;other works trucks fitted with lifting/handling equip 260 0.0 7.5
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 250 0.0 22.4
'8408 Diesel or semi-diesel engines 242 0.0 6.4
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 233 0.0 17.8
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 230 0.0 -3.7
 Other products 15120 1.6 9.3
 Total all commodities 32783 3.4 13.6

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Netherlands − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 5525 0.7 59.1
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 3933 0.5 20.9
'7202 Ferro-alloys 2666 0.3 -19.0
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 2070 0.3 32.7
'2614 Titanium ores and concentrates 1777 0.2 8.5
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 1764 0.2 35.6
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 916 0.1 49.5
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 718 0.1 9.4
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 567 0.1 30.9
'8111 Manganese and articles thereof, including waste and scrap 519 0.1 66.9

'8609
Cargo containers designed to be carried by one/more modes of 

transport
514 0.1 -5.0

'0804 Dates, figs,pineapples, mangoes, avocadoes, guavas 462 0.1 38.0
'7201 Pig iron and spiegeleisen in pigs 442 0.1 37.4
'0809 Apricots, cherries, peaches, nectarines, plums & sloes, fresh 430 0.1 55.3
'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 425 0.1 57.8
'2009 Fruit & vegetable juices, unfermented 417 0.1 66.0
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 407 0.1 -31.7
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 371 0.0 2.3
'2825 Hydrazine & hydroxylamine & their inorganic salts; other inorganic bas 309 0.0 -6.5
'2618 Granulated slag from the manufacture of iron or steel 276 0.0 -33.1
 Other products 5455 0.7 23.1
 Total all commodities 29963.09 3.8 21.5

 SA top imports from Netherlands − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 3509 0.4 -13.4
'0207 Meat&edible offal of poltry meat 866 0.1 31.0
'1507 Soya-bean oil&its fractions 587 0.1 -23.5
'7210 Flat-rolled prod of iron or non-al/s wd>/=600mm,clad, plated or coated 333 0.0 40.5
'2309 Animal feed preparations, nes 319 0.0 8.8
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 316 0.0 32.7
'1512 Safflower,sunflower/cotton-seed oil&fractions 292 0.0 26.1
'2902 Cyclic hydrocarbons 291 0.0 37.2

'8438 Machinery, nes, for the ind preparation or mfr of food or drink 239 0.0 30.6

'8523 Prepared unrecordd media for sound record (tapes) 233 0.0 -39.9
'3907 Polyacetal,o polyether,epoxide resin,polycarbonate,etc,in primary form 214 0.0 11.6
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 206 0.0 27.1
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 200 0.0 68.6
'2202 Non-alcoholic beverages (excl. water, fruit or vegetable juices and mi 200 0.0 70.5
'2106 Food preparations, nes 197 0.0 20.5
'8426 Derricks; cranes; straddle carriers,&works trucks fitted with a crane 190 0.0 39.8
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 171 0.0 86.8
'8443 Printing machinery; machines for uses ancillary to printing 155 0.0 45.8
'3302 Odoriferous mixtures as raw materials for industry 150 0.0 36.2
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 127 0.0 -53.0
 Other products 7341 0.8 11.3
 Total all commodities 16134.9 1.7 8.8

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to India − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 14787 1.9 -7.6
'7204 Ferrous waste and scrap; remelting scrap ingots or iron or steel 2674 0.3 -23.4
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 1809 0.2 28.7
'2809 Diphosphorus pentaoxide; phosphoric acid and polyphosphoric acids 1062 0.1 49.6
'4702 Chemical wood pulp, dissolving grades 638 0.1 50.9
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 615 0.1 30.9
'7202 Ferro-alloys 446 0.1 -1.2
'7602 Aluminum waste and scrap 436 0.1 33.9
'8408 Diesel or semi-diesel engines 400 0.1 0.9
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 381 0.0 -80.3
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 335 0.0 -10.2
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 254 0.0 -8.1
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 242 0.0 9.3
'5101 Wool, not carded or combed 234 0.0 -15.6
'2907 Phenols; phenol-alcohols 233 0.0 60.0
'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 198 0.0 14.0
'2914 Ketones & quinones, & their derivatives 172 0.0 -7.9
'2905 Acyclic alcohols and their derivatives 153 0.0 2.5
'7005 Float glass&surf grd/polishd glas in sheet 134 0.0 0.0
'2617 Ores and concentrates, nes 132 0.0 -8.5
 Other products 2666 0.3 12.1
 Total all commodities 28001.03 3.6 -6.9

 SA top imports from India − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 17248 1.8 44.7
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 7678 0.8 61.9
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 4000 0.4 65.7
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 2634 0.3 16.1
'1006 Rice 2081 0.2 71.3
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 826 0.1 -52.2
'2934 Heterocyclic compounds, nes 737 0.1 64.3
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 578 0.1 15.2

'2933
Heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atom; nucleic acids & 

thei
570 0.1 60.6

'8502 Electric generating sets and rotary converters 491 0.1 36.3
'0306 Crustaceans 400 0.0 56.9
'7325 Cast articles of iron or steel nes 346 0.0 6.8
'7225 Flat-rolled products of other alloy steel, of a width of 600mm or more 329 0.0 14.8
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 318 0.0 30.7
'8701 Tractors (other than tractors of heading no 87.09) 303 0.0 19.3
'3920 Other plates, sheets, film, foil, tape, strip of plastics etc. 284 0.0 24.4
'7208 Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad 270 0.0 78.5
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 256 0.0 31.1
'3302 Odoriferous mixtures as raw materials for industry 199 0.0 34.1
'2941 Antibiotics 192 0.0 95.0
 Other products 12179 1.3 28.1
 Total all commodities 51917.8 5.3 37.9

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Mozambique − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 2675 0.34 34.22
'2716 Electrical energy 2639 0.33 48.52
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1199 0.15 61.01
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 1162 0.15 -37.99
'1701 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose, in solid form 522 0.07 78.81
'7214 Bars&rods of iron/non-al/s, nfw than forged, hr, hd,/hot-extruded 504 0.06 52.07
'8602 Rail locomotives, nes; locomotive tenders 495 0.06 47.71
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 480 0.06 40.22
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 417 0.05 21.25
'3402 Organic surface-active agents, washing & clean preparations, nes 382 0.05 35.46
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 376 0.05 14.74
'7308 Structures (rods,angle, plates) of iron & steel nes 354 0.04 -14.42
'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 315 0.04 36.72
'1005 Maize (corn) 298 0.04 35.51
'8474 Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral produc 297 0.04 47.07
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 276 0.04 66.70
'2104 Soups, broths & preparations thereof 217 0.03 38.25
'2835 Phosphinates, phosphonates, phosphates & polyphosphates hypophosphites 201 0.03 37.09
'4819 Packing containers, of paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding, webs 198 0.03 67.39
'2009 Fruit & vegetable juices, unfermented 196 0.02 47.28
 Other products 13420 1.70 58.39
 Total all commodities 26622 3.38 40.85

 SA top imports from Mozambique − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 4317 0.44 -16.55
'2711 Petroleum gases 2430 0.25 20.27
'2716 Electrical energy 1503 0.15 -5.94
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 273 0.03 44.88
'0803 Bananas and plantains, fresh or dried 186 0.02 43.70
'6704 Wig,eyebrow,eyelash, etc. 152 0.02 -4.05
'7305 Tubes&pipe nes, ext diam >406.4mm,of iron &steel 145 0.01 -2.51
'2302 Bran,sharps and other residues 135 0.01 5.76
'1703 Molasses resulting from the extraction or refining of sugar 107 0.01 27.78
'1202 Ground-nuts, not roasted 83 0.01 56.93
'0306 Crustaceans 76 0.01 78.40
'7306 Tubes, pipes and hollow profiles of iron or steel, nes 73 0.01 11.51
'1207 Oil seeds 58 0.01 80.76
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 49 0.01 3.96
'0801 Brazil nuts, cashew nuts & coconuts 40 0.00 9.44
'0713 Dried vegetables, shelled 24 0.00 75.92
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 22 0.00 -1.04
'9015 Surveying, hydrographic,oceanographic,meteorological instruments 19 0.00 5.24
'0709 Vegetables nes, fresh or chilled 14 0.00 11.99
'2401 Tobacco unmanufactured; tobacco refuse 13 0.00 -46.67
 Other products 2536 0.26 76.68
 Total all commodities 12253 1.26 17.63

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Zambia − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1315 0.2 -1.8
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 973 0.1 25.2
'7308 Structures (rods,angle, plates) of iron & steel nes 919 0.1 67.1
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 679 0.1 17.6
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 670 0.1 54.4
'2503 Sulphur other than sublimed, precipitated and colloidal 572 0.1 8.8
'7210 Flat-rolled prod of iron or non-al/s wd>/=600mm,clad, plated or coated 511 0.1 77.9

'8474
Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral 
produc

509 0.1 27.0

'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 508 0.1 -5.8
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 450 0.1 -17.1
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 392 0.0 15.6
'3105 Mixtures of..nitrogen, phosphorous or potassium fertilizers 349 0.0 -15.0
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 320 0.0 -2.6
'8544 Insulated wire/cable 311 0.0 50.5
'8418 Refrigerator, freezer, etc 295 0.0 37.7
'3808 Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides packaged for retail sale 284 0.0 18.1
'8528 Television receivers (incl video monitors & video projectors) 246 0.0 26.4
'3402 Organic surface-active agents, washing & clean preparations, nes 236 0.0 34.8
'8483 Transmission shafts&cranks, bearing housing; gearing; etc 220 0.0 -8.3
'7216 Angles, shapes and sections of iron or non-alloy steel 205 0.0 23.9
 Other products 14654 1.9 26.5
 Total all commodities 24619.2 3.1 22.6

 SA top imports from Zambia − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'7403 Refined copper and copper alloys, unwrought 1281 0.1 0.9
'7408 Copper wire 544 0.1 -19.7
'8544 Insulated wire/cable 373 0.0 1.0
'5201 Cotton, not carded or combed 356 0.0 34.6
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 128 0.0 -18.1
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 124 0.0 19.4
'7214 Bars&rods of iron/non-al/s, nfw than forged, hr, hd,/hot-extruded 80 0.0 8.0
'7202 Ferro-alloys 68 0.0 73.8
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 63 0.0 -85.5
'7413 Copper strandd wire,cables,plaitd bands, not elect insulatd 58 0.0 32.4
'7801 Unwrought lead 57 0.0 45.5
'1207 Oil seeds 55 0.0 -29.1
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 36 0.0 85.4
'7216 Angles, shapes and sections of iron or non-alloy steel 29 0.0 59.2
'2306 Oil-cake nes 22 0.0 1.6
'8430 Moving/grading/scraping/boring machinery for earth 19 0.0 66.0
'1703 Molasses resulting from the extraction or refining of sugar 15 0.0 50.6
'4407 Wood sawn/chipped lengthwise, sliced/peeled 14 0.0 3.4
'2302 Bran,sharps and other residues 13 0.0 -39.1
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 13 0.0 -40.2
 Other products 219 0.0 -16.0
 Total all commodities 3567.75 0.4 6.6

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Switzerland − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 15192 1.9 37.9
'7118 Coin 2845 0.4 13.9
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 1802 0.2 60.2
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 1469 0.2 6.9
'2603 Copper ores and concentrates 175 0.0 85.2
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 84 0.0 58.5
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 68 0.0 -3.9
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 67 0.0 -3.0
'2008 Preserved fruits nes 66 0.0 18.3
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 46 0.0 29.8
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 31 0.0 13.7
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 31 0.0 70.7
'0813 Dried fruit 25 0.0 13.3
'0306 Crustaceans 22 0.0 4.5
'2207 Ethyl alcohol & other spirits (if undenatured then higher than 80% by 20 0.0 19.2
'8803 Aircraft parts 20 0.0 31.3
'9701 Paintings, drawings, pastel, collages&sim art executd by hand 17 0.0 44.9
'3926 Article of plastic nes. 16 0.0 51.1
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 15 0.0 35.5
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 15 0.0 -28.7
 Other products 515 0.1 -24.0
 Total all commodities 22543.74 2.9 55.9

 SA top imports from Switzerland − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2709 Crude petroleum oils 1025 0.1 17.6
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 679 0.1 -12.2
'9021 Orthopaedic appliance (crutche/surgical belts & trusse) 394 0.0 18.0
'3302 Odoriferous mixtures as raw materials for industry 366 0.0 12.3
'9101 Wrist- or pocket-watch, with case of prec/prec clad met 329 0.0 91.5
'9102 Wrist- or pocket-watch (other than 9101) 283 0.0 20.3
'2402 Cigars, cheroots, cigarillos & cigarettes 229 0.0 38.6
'9018 Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy 198 0.0 27.7
'8479 Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes 185 0.0 16.2
'3215 Printing, writing or drawing inks & inks nes 159 0.0 54.9
'9027 Instruments for physical/chemical analysis;inst for viscosity,heat,etc 142 0.0 16.4
'8414 Air, vacuum pumps; hoods incorp a fan 137 0.0 3.0
'2924 Carboxyamid-functn compound;amide function compound of carbonic acid 126 0.0 -19.4
'3002 Human & animal blood; antisera, vaccines, toxins, micro-organism cultu 124 0.0 39.4
'0901 Coffee 112 0.0 -21.5
'7223 Wire of stainless steel 106 0.0 0.8
'2936 Provitamins&vitamins, natural/reproduced by synthesis 102 0.0 37.1
'8437 Machines for cleaning/sort seed,grain;machinery usd in the milling ind 93 0.0 28.7
'8428 Lifting/handling/loading/unloadg machinery (excl. lift/escalator/conve 92 0.0 21.6
'3822 Composite diagnostic or laboratory reagents, nes 88 0.0 70.2
 Other products 3474 0.4 9.1
 Total all commodities 8444.3108 0.9 12.6

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Zimbabwe − 2013
Value 
Rm

Share of 
SA's exports

Growth 
rate

'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 865 0.1 14.8
'1005 Maize (corn) 721 0.1 19.7
'1701 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose, in solid form 667 0.1 92.4
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 659 0.1 15.2
'1507 Soya-bean oil&its fractions 597 0.1 -34.9
'3401 Soap; organic surface-active preparations for soap use 526 0.1 28.0
'1101 Wheat or meslin flour 491 0.1 27.7
'3105 Mixtures of..nitrogen, phosphorous or potassium fertilizers 440 0.1 59.1
'3402 Organic surface-active agents, washing & clean preparations, nes 381 0.0 46.0
'8474 Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral produc 377 0.0 2.2
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 349 0.0 92.2
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 309 0.0 30.1
'7210 Flat-rolled prod of iron or non-al/s wd>/=600mm,clad, plated or coated 275 0.0 89.8
'3923 Plastic packing goods or closures stoppers, lids, caps, closures, plas 272 0.0 49.1
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 264 0.0 32.4
'1512 Safflower,sunflower/cotton-seed oil&fractions 259 0.0 -49.2
'2106 Food preparations, nes 240 0.0 -14.6
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 237 0.0 2.2
'3808 Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides packaged for retail sale 207 0.0 45.6
'1006 Rice 201 0.0 17.4
 Other products 13956 1.8 18.7
 Total all commodities 22293.3 2.8 17.7

 SA top imports from Zimbabwe − 2013
Value 
Rm

Share of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2616 Precious metal ores and concentrates 1382 0.1 53.4
'2401 Tobacco unmanufactured; tobacco refuse 298 0.0 16.4
'5201 Cotton, not carded or combed 243 0.0 18.5
'2306 Oil-cake nes 135 0.0 -5.1
'5205 Cotton yarn (not sewing thread) 85% or more cotton, not retail 109 0.0 58.5
'2704 Coke & semicoke of..coal, lignite, peat; retort carbon 186 0.0 28.5
'2207 Ethyl alcohol & other spirits (if undenatured then higher than 80% by 78 0.0 55.8
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 62 0.0 -8.4
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 61 0.0 -79.3
'0902 Tea 59 0.0 45.0
'2530 Mineral substances, nes 54 0.0 47.7
'4101 Raw hides&skins of bovine/equine animals 39 0.0 72.7
'2519 Magnesium carbonate; magnesia; magnesium oxide 32 0.0 72.0
'5209 Woven cotton fabrics, 85% or more cotton,weight over 200 g/m2 31 0.0 5.9
'4407 Wood sawn/chipped lengthwise, sliced/peeled 28 0.0 -20.5
'0810 Fruits nes, fresh 25 0.0 3.3
'1207 Oil seeds 20 0.0 14.7
'0802 Nuts nes 19 0.0 47.3
'6704 Wig,eyebrow,eyelash, etc. 18 0.0 36.4
'7216 Angles, shapes and sections of iron or non-alloy steel 17 0.0 19.7
 Other products 410 0.0 -44.1
 Total all commodities 3306 0.3 5.8

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Belgium − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 5386 0.7 32.8
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 1560 0.2 47.8
'7202 Ferro-alloys 1020 0.1 57.4
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 948 0.1 33.7
'7112 Waste & scrap of precious metal 667 0.1 3.2
'2905 Acyclic alcohols and their derivatives 647 0.1 15.4
'2603 Copper ores and concentrates 1473 0.2 54.6
'7606 Aluminum plates, sheets and strip, of a thickness exceeding 0.2mm 543 0.1 -8.9
'2901 Acyclic hydrocarbons 425 0.1 5.5
'2914 Ketones & quinones, & their derivatives 411 0.1 1.2
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 392 0.0 38.3
'2916 Unsaturated acyclic & cyclic monocarboxylic acid & anhydrides, halides 330 0.0 26.3
'4702 Chemical wood pulp, dissolving grades 324 0.0 -24.4
'8609 Cargo containers designed to be carried by one/more modes of transport 234 0.0 72.7
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 189 0.0 6.8
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 1047 0.1 30.4
'2841 Salts of oxometallic or peroxometallic acids 163 0.0 -23.6
'8474 Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral produc 140 0.0 59.2
'3902 Polymers of propylene or of other olefins, in primary forms 136 0.0 -26.9
'2530 Mineral substances, nes 128 0.0 7.4
 Other products 923 0.1 -58.7
 Total all commodities 17086.09 2.2 14.2

 SA top imports from Belgium − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'3808 Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides packaged for retail sale 693 0.1 41.8
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 467 0.0 9.3
'3811 Antiknock preparations, oxidation & gum inhibitors, viscosity improver 387 0.0 30.8
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 375 0.0 -2.5
'9027 Instruments for physical/chemical analysis;inst for viscosity,heat,etc 348 0.0 33.5
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 1275 0.1 48.2
'7210 Flat-rolled prod of iron or non-al/s wd>/=600mm,clad, plated or coated 300 0.0 -16.3
'7225 Flat-rolled products of other alloy steel, of a width of 600mm or more 219 0.0 -3.1
'2930 Organo-sulphur compounds 218 0.0 -17.7
'8414 Air, vacuum pumps; hoods incorp a fan 218 0.0 -13.0
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 198 0.0 -19.4
'3002 Human & animal blood; antisera, vaccines, toxins, micro-organism cultu 185 0.0 -17.1
'3920 Other plates, sheets, film, foil, tape, strip of plastics etc. 182 0.0 35.6
'3903 Polymers of styrene, in primary forms 172 0.0 61.6
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 170 0.0 51.9
'1107 Malt, whether or not roasted 167 0.0 46.7
'8415 Air conditioning machines, with motor-driven elements 158 0.0 50.8
'8419 Machinery,plant/lab,involving a change of temp ex heating,cooking,etc 156 0.0 11.9
'3901 Polymers of ethylene, in primary forms 151 0.0 24.2
'7408 Copper wire 144 0.0 21.6
 Other products 4721 0.5 -7.1
 Total all commodities 10904.03 1.1 5.7

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Hong Kong − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 6213 0.8 16.2
'7112 Waste & scrap of precious metal 1712 0.2 9.3
'0802 Nuts nes 746 0.1 45.9
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 697 0.1 13.0
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 530 0.1 64.3
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 412 0.1 20.5
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 379 0.0 -14.2
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 306 0.0 25.7
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 299 0.0 -12.3
'0307 Moluscs 264 0.0 7.8
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 232 0.0 -3.2
'0306 Crustaceans 203 0.0 -3.2
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 182 0.0 36.1
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 257 0.0 -18.1
'2008 Preserved fruits nes 142 0.0 10.8
'4101 Raw hides&skins of bovine/equine animals 132 0.0 59.3
'1605 Crustaceans & molluscs, prepared/preserved 120 0.0 51.3
'4104 Leather of bovine/equine animal, other than leather of hd 4108/4109 83 0.0 4.7
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 74 0.0 63.3
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 73 0.0 14.6
 Other products 719 0.1 131.2
 Total all commodities 13775 1.7 18.1

 SA top imports from Hong Kong − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 365 0.0 16.0
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 115 0.0 42.3
'9102 Wrist- or pocket-watch (other than 9101) 98 0.0 12.4
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 97 0.0 -5.5
'8609 Cargo containers designed to be carried by one/more modes of transport 74 0.0 77.7
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 70 0.0 79.3
'7113 Articles of jewellery&parts thereof 47 0.0 -0.9
'8523 Prepared unrecordd media for sound record (tapes) 73 0.0 -10.0
'8443 Printing machinery; machines for uses ancillary to printing 40 0.0 33.4

'8518
Microphones&stand;loudspeaker;headphone/earphone;sound amplifier 
set

39 0.0 -7.5

'8473 Parts&acces of computers & office machines 36 0.0 11.2
'4901 Printed books,brochures,leaflets & similar printed matter 30 0.0 27.3
'8525 Television camera, transmissn app for radio-telephony 30 0.0 -7.1
'8507 Electric accumulator 29 0.0 6.5
'9503 Other toys;scale model (puzzles of all kinds, stuffed toys, electric t 29 0.0 -9.1
'4202 Trunks,suit-cases,camera cases,handbags etc,of leather,plas,tex etc 28 0.0 21.6
'8536 Electrical app for switchg (ex fuse,switche,etc) not exceedg 1000 volt 27 0.0 84.4
'3923 Plastic packing goods or closures stoppers, lids, caps, closures, plas 27 0.0 32.1
'7103 Precious & semi-precious stone,not strug, 27 0.0 5.5
'8301 Padlocks/lock;clasp incorp lock;key for the foregoing art,of base met 26 0.0 22.0
 Other products 1038 0.1 11.5
 Total all commodities 2345 0.24 14.40

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to DRC − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 902 0.1 -3.1
'7308 Structures (rods,angle, plates) of iron & steel nes 824 0.1 -6.5
'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 606 0.1 16.7
'8474 Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral produc 560 0.1 8.6
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 490 0.1 -1.5
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 387 0.0 38.3
'8537 Board & panels, equipped with two/more switches, fuses 318 0.0 64.4
'3917 Tubes, pipes & hoses & fittings therefor of plastics 271 0.0 17.0
'8483 Transmission shafts&cranks, bearing housing; gearing; etc 268 0.0 73.3
'8544 Insulated wire/cable 241 0.0 15.9
'8481 Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing valve 239 0.0 17.7
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 191 0.0 -1.5
'3902 Polymers of propylene or of other olefins, in primary forms 190 0.0 1.0
'7307 Tube or pipe fittings, of iron or steel 177 0.0 -10.5
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 159 0.0 -23.3
'8501 Electric motors and generators (excluding generating sets) 145 0.0 35.4
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 138 0.0 -3.6
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 137 0.0 18.9
'7326 Articles of iron or steel nes 133 0.0 35.3
'7318 Iron & steel screws,bolts,nuts,coach-screws, etc 130 0.0 32.5
 Other products 5827 0.7 4.9
 Total all commodities 12335 1.6 7.1

 SA top imports from DRC − 2013
Value 
Rm

Share 
of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 22 0.00 79.61
'7403 Refined copper and copper alloys, unwrought 18 0.00 -35.95
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 11 0.00 112.20
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 9 0.00 34.15
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 7 0.00 39.61
'2616 Precious metal ores and concentrates 3 0.00 -16.64
'0106 Live animals, nes 2 0.00 52.16
'8481 Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing valve 2 0.00 37.69
'7402 Unrefined copper; copper anodes for electrolytic refining 2 0.00 4.43
'8705 Specl purp motor vehicles (fire fight veh,crane lorry) 2 0.00 16.40
'8525 Television camera, transmissn app for radio-telephony 2 0.00 41.60
'9015 Surveying, hydrographic,oceanographic,meteorological instruments 2 0.00 41.97
'7214 Bars&rods of iron/non-al/s, nfw than forged, hr, hd,/hot-extruded 2 0.00 54.37
'2939 Vegetable alkaloids&their salts, ethers, esters & other derivatives 2 0.00 54.37
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 2 0.00 -21.02
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 1 0.00 -32.30
'7801 Unwrought lead 1 0.00 45.44
'4407 Wood sawn/chipped lengthwise, sliced/peeled 1 0.00 58.58
'9031 Measuring or checking machines, nes 1 0.00 19.98
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 1 0.00 36.92
 Other products 9 0.00 -36.00
 Total all commodities 100 0.01 34.70

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to Korea Rep. − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 3429 0.4 -21.4
'7202 Ferro-alloys 2385 0.3 0.4
'7404 Copper waste and scrap 1446 0.2 -16.1
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 671 0.1 30.8
'2602 Manganese ores and concentrates etc 577 0.1 -7.4
'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 279 0.0 25.8
'1005 Maize (corn) 244 0.0 20.7
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 234 0.0 -1.5
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 186 0.0 8.8
'2608 Zinc ores and concentrates 336 0.0 12.4
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 146 0.0 9.7
'7201 Pig iron and spiegeleisen in pigs 133 0.0 10.4
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 107 0.0 0.0
'8548 Electrical parts of machinery/app, nes 103 0.0 -10.3
'2804 Hydrogen, rare gases & other non-metals 172 0.0 6.1
'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 74 0.0 -1.0

'4113
Leather further prepared after tanning or crusting ""incl. parchment-
dressed leather"", of

167 0.0 51.7

'2825 Hydrazine & hydroxylamine & their inorganic salts; other inorganic bas 70 0.0 16.4
'7602 Aluminum waste and scrap 73 0.0 7.6
'2905 Acyclic alcohols and their derivatives 68 0.0 41.8
 Other products 859 0.1 -61.0
 Total all commodities 11758.4 1.5 -15.6

 SA top imports from Korea Rep. − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 5859 0.6 -9.9
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 915 0.1 -41.9
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 753 0.1 4.8
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 555 0.1 32.7
'9999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 512 0.1 85.7
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 443 0.0 -5.2
'4810 Paper & paperboard, coated with kaolin or other inorganic substances 406 0.0 -11.2
'8529 Part suitable for use solely/princ with televisions, recpt app 372 0.0 -19.7
'7901 Unwrought zinc 272 0.0 -26.3
'2917 Polycarboxylic acids, their anhydrides, halides etc & their derivative 227 0.0 30.1
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 226 0.0 7.4
'8427 Fork-lift trucks;other works trucks fitted with lifting/handling equip 220 0.0 -3.6
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 208 0.0 6.1
'2933 Heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atom; nucleic acids & thei 189 0.0 4.4
'7225 Flat-rolled products of other alloy steel, of a width of 600mm or more 182 0.0 17.1
'8418 Refrigerator, freezer, etc 175 0.0 -13.1
'8507 Electric accumulator 175 0.0 42.7
'8415 Air conditioning machines, with motor-driven elements 169 0.0 52.2
'3903 Polymers of styrene, in primary forms 160 0.0 12.0
'7208 Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad 159 0.0 55.3
 Other products 5936 0.6 6.8
 Total all commodities 18113.28 1.9 -2.8

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to UAE − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 2537 0.3 71.7
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 1563 0.2 3.3
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 767 0.1 27.1
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 569 0.1 19.6
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 404 0.1 66.0
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 316 0.0 1.8
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 275 0.0 50.6
'7411 Copper tubes and pipes 183 0.0 25.3
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 183 0.0 19.3
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 164 0.0 -19.0
'3814 Organic composite solvents&thinners nes; prepr paint/varnish removers 153 0.0 32.0
'0809 Apricots, cherries, peaches, nectarines, plums & sloes, fresh 148 0.0 39.6
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 139 0.0 -5.4
'2207 Ethyl alcohol & other spirits (if undenatured then higher than 80% by 127 0.0 -25.1
'7606 Aluminum plates, sheets and strip, of a thickness exceeding 0.2mm 126 0.0 -6.9
'7208 Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad 124 0.0 -29.5
'2914 Ketones & quinones, & their derivatives 114 0.0 4.6
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 108 0.0 53.2
'2916 Unsaturated acyclic & cyclic monocarboxylic acid & anhydrides, halides 101 0.0 32.3
'1214 Swede,mangold,fodder root, hay, lucerne (alfalfa),clover etc. 100 0.0 32.5
 Other products 2937 0.4 57.8
 Total all commodities 11138 1.4 33.4

 SA top imports from UAE − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 4353 0.4 57.2
'2709 Crude petroleum oils 2412 0.2 -35.1
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 232 0.0 -11.8
'3920 Other plates, sheets, film, foil, tape, strip of plastics etc. 205 0.0 82.3
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 183 0.0 47.0
'2711 Petroleum gases 175 0.0 72.0
'3901 Polymers of ethylene, in primary forms 150 0.0 -4.6
'2503 Sulphur other than sublimed, precipitated and colloidal 99 0.0 8.0
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 70 0.0 9.3
'7010 Carboy,bottle & other container of glass 51 0.0 -15.9
'7005 Float glass&surf grd/polishd glas in sheet 46 0.0 39.7
'7601 Unwrought alumimum 45 0.0 -53.4
'7408 Copper wire 44 0.0 -73.2
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 39 0.0 37.2
'3921 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of plastics, nes 38 0.0 -4.9
'8424 Mechanical appl. for proj/dispersing/spray;sand blastg mach,etc 29 0.0 -22.3
'4803 Paper,household/sanitary,rolls of a width > 36 cm 29 0.0 3.8
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 25 0.0 -28.5
'8418 Refrigerator, freezer, etc 25 0.0 29.2

'3907
Polyacetal,o polyether,epoxide resin,polycarbonate,etc,in 
primary form

24 0.0 -60.1

 Other products 828 0.1 -3.6
 Total all commodities 9101 0.9 2.7

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to EU − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'7110 Platinum, unwrought or in semimanufactured forms 16898 2.1 15.4
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 13633 1.7 6.5
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 11007 1.4 16.5
'7202 Ferro-alloys 10143 1.3 2.2
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 9205 1.2 12.3
'2601 Iron ores & concentrates; including roasted iron pyrites 9178 1.2 14.7
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 6143 0.8 -6.3
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 5533 0.7 2.3
'2204 Wine of fresh grapes 5018 0.6 33.3
'7118 Coin 4813 0.6 -4.7
'0805 Citrus fruit, fresh or dried 3643 0.5 22.7
'2603 Copper ores and concentrates 3527 0.4 2.4
'0806 Grapes, fresh or dried 3354 0.4 28.6
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 2819 0.4 -17.1
'0808 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 2570 0.3 65.5
'2614 Titanium ores and concentrates 1895 0.2 -4.2
'9401 Seat (o/t dentists' & barbers' chairs, etc), &part thereof 1699 0.2 -8.4
'7219 Flat-rolled products of stainless steel, of a width of 600mm or more 1678 0.2 -10.2
'2615 Niobium, tantalum, vanadium or zirconium ores and concentrates 1610 0.2 10.8
'2610 Chromium ores and concentrates 1235 0.2 53.6
 Other products 49397 6.3 29.1
 Total all commodities 165000 20.9 14.6

 SA top imports from EU − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 25741 2.7 29.6
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 9622 1.0 4.6
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 8742 0.9 -7.2
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 6368 0.7 20.5
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 4855 0.5 37.6
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 3766 0.4 -16.1
'8406 Steam turbines and other vapour turbines 3555 0.4 -44.6
'8502 Electric generating sets and rotary converters 3404 0.4 30.5
'2208 Spirits, liqueurs, other spirit beverages, alcoholic preparations 3321 0.3 36.4
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 3089 0.3 21.5
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 3008 0.3 4.7
'8471 Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc 2981 0.3 14.2
'8479 Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes 2897 0.3 38.5
'8504 Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) 2866 0.3 99.6
'8422 Dish washing machines; machinery for aerating bottles 2527 0.3 29.0
'8421 Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery 2463 0.3 38.0
'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 2389 0.2 37.6
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 2374 0.2 32.2
'8701 Tractors (other than tractors of heading no 87.09) 2327 0.2 20.2
'8481 Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing valve 2324 0.2 34.2
 other products 185380 19.1 20.2
 Total all commodities 284000 29.2 18.3

Source: Quantec and ITC
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 SA top exports to SSA − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
exports

Growth 
rate

'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 12250 1.6 -35.5
'8704 Trucks, motor vehicles for the transport of goods 8695 1.1 -13.0
'2716 Electrical energy 3013 0.4 67.6
'8703 Cars (incl. station wagon) 2900 0.4 68.7
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 2462 0.3 -24.7
'7308 Structures (rods,angle, plates) of iron & steel nes 2129 0.3 -22.7
'7208 Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad 2019 0.3 -25.5
'8431 Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) 1802 0.2 -8.9
'1701 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose, in solid form 1766 0.2 62.4
'8474 Machinery for sorting/screening/washg;agglomeratg/shapg mineral produc 1745 0.2 -25.5
'8708 Parts & access of motor vehicles 1742 0.2 62.9
'2701 Coal; briquettes, ovoids & similar solid fuels manufactured from coal 1528 0.2 -48.3
'8413 Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators 1523 0.2 -23.6
'4011 New pneumatic tires, of rubber 1489 0.2 18.1
'1005 Maize (corn) 1425 0.2 -21.5
'3102 Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous 1387 0.2 -25.6
'8429 Self-propelld bulldozer, angledozer, grader, excavator,etc 1296 0.2 -14.2
'3004 Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage 1223 0.2 -37.0
'3902 Polymers of propylene or of other olefins, in primary forms 1210 0.2 -30.2
'8517 Electric app for line telephony,incl curr line system 1069 0.1 14.5
 Other products 87071 11.0 59.3

Total all commodities 139745 17.7 18.0

 SA top imports from SSA − 2013 Value Rm
Share 

of SA's 
imports

Growth 
rate

'2709 Crude petroleum oils 49115 5.1 -10.2
'2710 Petroleum oils, not crude 5512 0.6 3.9
'3302 Odoriferous mixtures as raw materials for industry 2631 0.3 9.9
'2711 Petroleum gases 2113 0.2 3.4
'7102 Diamonds, not mounted or set 1868 0.2 27.4
'3824 Chemical industry products and residuals nes 1466 0.2 0.0
'1701 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose, in solid form 1236 0.1 -11.2
'2716 Electrical energy 1150 0.1 -27.0
'2616 Precious metal ores and concentrates 1051 0.1 17.5
'7403 Refined copper and copper alloys, unwrought 993 0.1 -22.9
'6109 T-shirts, singlets and other vests, knitted or crocheted 872 0.1 61.3
'2203 Beer made from malt 867 0.1 -3.7
'6203 Men's suits, jackets, trousers etc & shorts 752 0.1 82.8
'8544 Insulated wire/cable 616 0.1 58.7
'5201 Cotton, not carded or combed 525 0.1 7.0
'0303 Fish, frozen, whole 455 0.0 -9.1
'0202 Meat of bovine animals, frozen 439 0.0 17.9
'2603 Copper ores and concentrates 437 0.0 10.5
'1704 Sugar confectionery (incl white choc), not containing cocoa 431 0.0 0.9
'7408 Copper wire 417 0.0 -38.1
 Other products 15854 1.6 23.3
 Total all commodities 88800 9.1 13.4

Source: Quantec and ITC
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